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Cover Story 

 The 2016 PCSC Youth Panning Champion Competition will take place on 
September 16th during the PCSC General Membership Meeting.  This year, in an 
effort to reduce dead time, all competitors will be asked to sign up early in the 
evening — even prior to the start of the meeting.  The photo on our cover depicts a 
blank name badge that each contestant will receive once signed up.  In addition to 
their name, each badge will display their respective panning station number.  
Thank you Dan & Heather Taylor for coming up with such a great idea! 

 The photo shows some of the gold that will be used as targets both in the 
Youth and the Open Panning Champion Competition that takes place in October.  
Yup, those are genuine gold nuggets and flakes.  The number and size of the 
nuggets increase as the rounds progress.  Each contestant takes home all the gold 
they successfully pan during the competition.  Additionally, each contestant may 
take with them the glass vial to hold their nuggets.  The ultimate champion 
receives a $100 prize and their name is engraved on the club’s perpetual trophy.  
On top of all that, the two Youths who make it to the Championship Final Round 
also are entitled to compete in the Open Championship the following month. 
 The competition is free.  It is open to the first 12 children 17 years old or 
younger who are sponsored by any adult PCSC member in good standing who 
must be present during the competition and who assumes responsibility for the 
child contestant.  The panning becomes more difficult as the rounds progress with 
the addition of more black sand and pebbles.  Volunteer help setting up and taking 
down the tables, or otherwise assisting will be highly appreciated. 

�2



Supreme Court Rules Against Dredgers 

 On August 22nd the California Supreme Court issued its opinion in People v. 
Rinehart.  The issue before the court was whether federal law preempted 
California’s moratorium on the issuance of suction dredge permits.  The court 
determined that federal law does not preempt a state from restricting the use of a 
particular mining technique based on their assessment of the collateral 
consequences for other resources.  It reversed the previously published appellate 
decision, thus affirming the judgment of the trial court which made its 
determination in the absence of a jury (note: Rinehart waived his right to a jury 
trial). 
 It is too soon to know whether Brandon Rinehart will seek further appeal.  
The only appeal from a state supreme court opinion that has determined an issue of 
federal law is a by way of a writ of certiorari to the U. S. Supreme Court.  The U. 
S. Supreme Court may exercise discretion whether or not to issue the writ. 
 It is also too early to know what the impact of the Rinehart opinion will be 
on the consolidated dredging cases now pending before the superior court in San 
Bernardino County, but it likely will not be good. 

A Review Of The August Displays 

 Once again there were some awesome displays at the August 19th PCSC 
General membership Meeting.  The following awards were made: 
1. Best Manmade Gold  #13  Jingxiong Lu 
2. Best Manmade Silver  #3  Wally Chmiel 
3. Best Coin    #15  David Zirkelbach 
4. Best Natural Gold   #19  Mitchel Noble 
5. Most Unusual Display  #7  Luis Jauregi 
6. Best Overall Display  #17  Vladimir Khatchatrian 
Honorable Mentions: #8 Walt Ferguson; #16 Joe Chmiel; and #18 Jon Cranz 
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 Mitchel Noble braved triple digit desert heat to metal detect the nice, 
chunky nuggets shown above on the left.  David Zirkelbach, on the right, found a 
rare 1/4 Spanish Real (shown in the center, above — see his story infra pp. 6-8). 

Luis Jauregi, above center, proudly displays three silver rounds (two from last 
month’s competition and one for most unusual shown above, left).  Note the 
estimated value of that watch!  To the right is seen the Best Overall Display won 
by Vladimir Khatchatrian.  Below, left is a fat silver ring found by Wally 
Chmiel.  Below, right is Jingxiong Lu who won Best Manmade Gold (not shown). 
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Nancy Waters Presented The August Program 

 PCSC members were treated to a trip down Memory Lane by longtime 
member, Nancy Waters.  The above photo attempts to capture the scope of archive 

materials that Nancy arrayed for all to peruse.  Nancy and husband Dick are 
counted among the elite beach hunters in the U.S.  She told of their early, 
incredible tapping of the Hawaiian beaches before the locals caught on to metal 
detectors.  Her seminal article published in the Western and Eastern Treasure 
Magazine focussed on some of their most spectacular finds.  Nancy also shared her 
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recollections of the rendezvous outings which were attended by numerous 
nationally and internationally famous treasure hunters and metal detectorists such 
as Karl von Mueller and Charles Garrett.  Many of these archive materials still 
may be examined in the PCSC library (the blue box on wheels). 

Ranch Detecting In San Luis Potosi Mexico 
Submitted by David Zirkelbach 

 San Luis Potosi (SLP) was established in 1592 and became a state of Mexico 
in1824.  SLP is practically in the middle of Mexico and borders seven other states. 
The elevation varies from 3100’ to 6070’ above sea level. SLP also has gold and 
some of the richest Mexican silver mines. 

Overview Of Ranch Scene
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 July 14 we set off from Fullerton to Tijuana to Aguas Calientes to SLP, eight 
hours of car and plane travel. When we arrived it was extremely hot, practically 
100F and 100% humidity. Our accommodations were a cement house that kept us 
toasty all night long. After all the meets and greets “Hola, como Esta?” my 
brother-in-law Rene arrived and to my surprise he also likes metal detecting. 
Before long we were off to a spot he felt had treasure. Minutes later we both had 
old centavos in hand. 
 From there he guided me to all the spots he had dreams of finding gold 
treasure from the past. Many of his spots were quite interesting old Indian camps 
and unusual mounds he called Montazumas to mysterious fires in the night where 
locals believed treasures were hidden.  But past discovered treasures were found 
closer to town. One was found while digging a house foundation and another while 
removing a tree stump. And someone else had found a lost gold peso while 
working in the fields. 
 Choosing a place to search can really be a challenge since the area consists 
of vast fields and ranches.  After a week I developed an opinion: to find treasure 
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we must to go to where people had money and spent a lot of time — a place such 
as an old Hacienda. One I had in mind was an old adobe Pancho Villa outpost but 
we did not know the family there. Luckily there was a nearby town that had a 
Sugar Cane Hacienda — plus we had relatives there.  So before my last day I was 
able to explore this incredibly old location and ended up with a small treasure from 
SLP; not one but TWO Mexican 1/4 Reals dated 1859 and 1862. 
 I am fortunate to have family in this remote part of Mexico who helped me 
discover these treasures.  The locals were very kind and invited me to locations 
they felt had treasure, but I just didn't have time to accept all those offers. 
Finding the first centavo was fun, but uncovering genuine Reals was a “real” thrill 
I won't soon forget! 

Happy Hunting 
David Z 

Two Mexican Reals Dated 1859 And 1862
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Message From George Johnson Re Crime Scene Unit 

 George Johnson reported that: “Dan Parrino is in the hospital after back  
surgery and is due to go home to recuperate starting on 5th of Sept. We will miss 
his hard work on the Crime Scene Unit for a few weeks.”  Chief Johnson 

Alberto Mafud’s Coin Hunt Update 

 Alberto Mafud, the PCSC Treasure Hunt Chair, says: 

“Dear PCSC Members,OUR NEXT COIN HUNT IS GOING TO BE ON 
SATURDAY SEP/17/2016  10:00 AM AT SCHERER PARK IN LONG BEACH (E. 
DEL AMO BLVD AND ATLANTIC AVE.,  BACK IN THE PARK). 
See you there....Alberto Mafud.” 

AMRA Announces Meeting Dates 

 PCSC Secretary, David Campbell, reports that AMRA (American Mining 
Rights Association) will conduct two major meetings, one in Stockton and one in 
Brea to discuss strategies to protect our mining rights following the Supreme Court 
Opinion in the Rinehart case (discussed supra on page 3) as follows: 

Saturday October 15th in Brea CA, 10am to 2pm  
Brea Lions Scout Center 401 S. Brea Blvd. Brea CA 92821  
Sunday October 23rd for Stockton CA 10am to 2pm  
Eagles Hall, 1492 Bourbon Street, Stockton CA 95204 
Once we receive an RSVP from you, we will send you back a confirmation notice. 
Inquiries into this event can be made at: 
minersmeeting@americanminingrights.com 
If you plan to attend either of these meetings, an RSVP MUST be sent to 
minersmeeting@americanminingrights.com  
You must include your name(s), phone number, which meeting you are attending 
and how many people in your party. 

IRS Grants PCSC’s 501(c)(3) Application 

 Ray Kender, PCSC President, reported that the IRS granted PCSC’s 
application for 501(c)(3) status.  The IRS letter is printed below: 
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PLP Appears To Be Involved In An Internal Dispute 

 Nancy Waters reports that she received a letter from a former officer of PLP 
that allegedly PLP currently is involved in an internal dispute over who the 
legitimate PLP officers and board members are.  The letter adverts to PLP’s bank 
account being temporarily inaccessible.  No further information is available at this 
time.  It is hoped that a quick resolution is reached as to who has the official 
capacity to act for PLP in view of PLP’s status as a corporate party in the 
consolidated dredge litigation, should Judge Ochoa require the parties to attend a 
settlement conference or to appear before him in any other legal proceeding. 
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Opinion/Editorial Regarding “Recreational Mining” 

 The Mining Act of 1872 is silent in regard to “recreational mining”.  
Nowhere in that legislation is mining equated with a recreational activity.  Thus, 
over the decades, usage of the term “recreational mining” has been viewed by 
professional miners as an anathema.  This is so because miners prefer to have 
property rights as opposed to mere privileges. 
 Times are changing and so is the federally owned landscape.  Today there 
are essentially two different types of federally owned lands: those open to mineral 
entry and those closed to mineral entry.  Examples of the latter would include 
national parks and national monuments.  It is no secret that tens of thousands of 
square miles of (primarily western) America have been converted into national 
monuments pursuant to the Antiquities Act by presidential fiats without any 
approval or appropriations made by Congress. 
 Our federal overseers soon appoint administrators to determine over a 
relatively brief period of time (perhaps as long as two years) what the public input 
is.  Special interest groups and individuals may attend these meetings and may 
express themselves.  Obviously none of the language of the Mining Act of 1872 
applies to these newly created lands.  This is so because pursuant to the Antiquities 
Act the creation of a national monument automatically results in a mineral entry 
withdrawal, i.e., none of the acreage remains open for mineral location (although 
pre-existing claims are recognized). 
 The view of this editor is that the huge, compressed populations of the big 
cities overwhelmingly are composed of folks who know little or nothing of mining.  
One of the things these folks understand is parks.  They equate parks with 
recreation.  Gold panning and sluicing with our grandchildren are examples of 
recreational activity.  The politicians who represent urban dwellers enjoy basking 
in the reflected glory that new parks and open spaces generate. 
 I say, let’s jump on the bandwagon.  After all, what do we have to lose?  
Let’s join the mix of interest groups that attend these public meetings.  Let’s speak 
out about our desire to engage in recreational activities that are consistent with 
what we have been doing for much of our lives.  Let us urge the issuance of 
“casual mineral specimen” permits pursuant to which we are exempted from the 
metal detecting bans that typically are forbidden on Antiquities Act lands. 

Nominations And Elections Coming Up 

 On October 21st Nominations for club officers and board members will take 
place. Please consider volunteering. Clubs thrive with or wither without support. 
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