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Cover Story: The Great Seal Would Shed Tears If It Could!!! 
!

 The photo on our cover page was taken by PCSC member Dan Taylor 
outside the San Bernardino County Courthouse on January 20, 2016.  Just 
minutes earlier on that date the Hon. Gilbert Ochoa took the consolidated civil 
law dredging cases off calendar until such time as the California Supreme Court 
renders a decision in the criminal case of People v. Brandon Rinehart.  The 
judge declined to issue a stay order or any injunctive relief pending the Supreme 
Court’s review process (which could consume an unknown number of additional 
months or years).  Meanwhile a whole generation of dredgers grow older. 
 Ironically, the Great Seal of California overlooked the outside courtyard 
where the major pro-dredging parties gathered to discuss the situation with 
attorney James Buchal of Oregon.  I say “ironically” because the lower left hand 
portion of the seal depicts the true historic beginnings of the “Golden State,” in 
which a miner wields a pick with a gold pan, shovel and rocker box nearby.  
Nowhere in the great seal is John Muir depicted, although historic revisionists 
one and one-half centuries later made sure he appears on the California state 
quarter — without mention of the role of mining in making “The Golden State”. 

Your editor, standing beneath the Great Seal, discusses some legal points 
with Attorney James Buchal who represents the pro-dredging parties. 
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 What does all this mean?  Essentially, it means that the heavy burden of 
determining the future of suction dredging in California rests on the brave but 
lonely shoulders of Brandon Rinehart, an independent placer miner who was 
convicted in the Plumas County Superior Court of dredging without a permit at a 
time that California prohibited the issuance of said permits.  His conviction later was 
overturned on federal preemption grounds by the Third Appellate District in 
Sacramento in a unanimous 3-0 published opinion.  The State of California, 
however, succeeded in convincing the California Supreme Court to grant it’s 
Petition for Hearing (which renders the Third Appellate District’s unanimous 
opinion incapable of citation).  The briefing cycle and scheduling of oral 
arguments in the Cal Supreme Court could take many, many more months.  
Brandon Rinehart retained Oregon attorney James Buchal to represent him.  
PCSC last autumn voted to donate $3,000 split equally between the legal defense 
funds of The New 49ers, PLP and the Western States Mining Alliance, all of 
whom support Rinehart’s legal defense efforts. !

Fabulous Displays At The January Meeting 
!

 PCSC members were treated to numerous mouth watering displays on 
January 15th.  When the vote was finally tabulated Jingxiong Lu emerged both 
as the winner of the Best Manmade Gold and Best Overall Display awards.  An 
unusually nice diversity of impressive natural gold nuggets infected more than a 
few onlookers with a touch of “gold fever”. 

!
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Best Manmade Gold: Jingxiong Lu (#13 a gold bangle) 
Best Manmade Silver: Nancy Waters (#8 a silver ring — see below) 
Best Coin:   Vladimir Khatchatryan (#17 a Silver Dollar) 
Best Natural Gold: Ken Martinez (#4, an impressive Taft 16.89g nugget) 
Most Unusual:  Max Maxilom (#20 a Thai? bas relief bronze plaque) 
Best Overall Display: Jingxiong Lu (#13 seen above) !
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Alberto Mafud Awards Hunt Prizes 
!

 As promised, Alberto Mafud drew prizes for those who collected red tickets 
throughout the previous year’s coin hunts.  Far too many winners to feature all. 

Marvin Blair assists Alberto during the prize drawings  Nice goodies, eh? 
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Dennis The Menace Park Hunt Pics 

!
The Prez Sez 

!
 Hello PCSC Members: Like I said in the January 2016 Treasure News, 
2015 was my first year as President of our club and it was more of a learning 
experience for me while each of the Committee Chairpersons carried the load.     
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My Officers did an outstanding job in the first year they held their positions The 
Board of Directors and the Officers of the club assume a lot of responsibility and 
liability. They must make sure the corporation (club) operates legally and 
ethically. Right now, everything is operating great. My concern is the future. I 
feel that it is time to tweak and tighten up the way we operate as a club. I will be 
proposing some changes at the Board of Directors meeting to see if they feel the 
changes I propose are necessary.  
 Precious Metal Inventory report: 
In my possession I have the Club’s recent gold purchases of: 
20 coins ………………… 1/10 oz. Gold Coins (For Awards night) 
11.11 Grams ………… Gold Vial       Larger pickers no fines (Special Drawing) 
15 Grams ……………… Gold Vial       Smaller pickers mostly fines (Concentrate 
Bags). Martin Milas has small gold and fines used in Panning Competitions 
that also will go into gold concentrate bags we will be selling at our meetings. 
The amount of gold will be determined by the price of the bag of concentrate. As 
a club, we are looking to make 25% on the gold we put into the bags. If you 
figure it out, that 25% is less than the cost of traveling to a claim, spending 1 or 2 
days on the claim, then travel back. Plus you will be guaranteed gold, all you 
have to do is pan it out in the comfort of your own home. We will have: 
$25.00 bags which will have $18.75 worth of gold in it; 
$50.00 dollar bags which will have $37.50 worth of gold in it; 
$75.00 dollar bags which will have $56.25 worth of gold in it; 
$100.00 dollar bags that will have $75.00 worth of gold in it. 
As I write this article, gold prices per gram are at $35.86 (1/28/2016). 
 Ways & Means: We have a new Ways & Means chairman, Walt 
Ferguson. Nancy Waters helped out at the January 2016 meeting even though 
she officially stepped down effective the December 2015 meeting. Thank you 
Nancy. 
 Membership Renewals: This year Memberships run from 01/01/2016 to 
12/31/2016.  Last year Memberships ran from 01/01/2015 to 12/31/2015. Any 
members that do not renew by 12/31/2015 are given until February 29, 2016 to 
renew without penalty. Renewals during March 2016 are charged a $5 late fee. 
New members joining in 2015 pay no dues.  Instead they are charged a non-
refundable $80.00 initiation fee for a single and $90.00 for a family. In 
succeeding years if in good standing and they opt to renew they begin paying 
annual dues thereafter at $30.00 annually for a single and $40.00 for a family. 
 My Proposal: We had an issue with new member that wanted to join in the last 4 
months of the year. They realized that on 12/31/2015 their Membership dues would need to be 
paid again. What I would like to propose to the Board of Directors at the February BOD meeting 
would be to prorate the last 4 months for new member but also charge them for the full 
Membership fee for the following year. Any new member joining before September 1, 20XX, 
would be charged the full first year dues of either $80.00 or $90.00 whichever applies to them. We 
also have a $5.00 late fee. Unfortunately, a clear determination of when it is to “kick-in” isn’t 
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known. I’m going to suggest that because our memberships run from 01/01/201X to 12/31/201X 
any dues paid after 12/31/201X the $5.00 late fee is to be added. Any member that has not 
renewed their dues + the late fee of $5.00 by February 28, shall be removed from the Membership 
Roster. Members wishing to renew after being remove from the Membership Roster will have to 
rejoin as a new member. It’s simple………..just pay your dues before 12/31/201X each year. 
That’s when they are to be paid. I can’t make this decision on my own so it will be discussed at the 
February 2016 BOD meeting. 
 Silver Purchase Idea: Another issue is the purchase of silver that we use 
in after meeting Special Draw, Finds of the Month, Beach Hunt. We have at 
least 3 different people buying silver at three different prices. Many times during 
the month silver can be bought at spot of a little above “spot” price. I think one 
person should be in charge of all the silver being bought for the club but that 
would mean giving someone the authority to spend the cash as needed when a 
good deal come up. A maximum could be set on the spending but I’m afraid that 
we might not be able to maximize our purchase.  
 This is all being done in an effort to have the club function more 
efficiently. If anyone has any feed-back about anything I write about, please reach 
out to me. As President of the club, it’s not my club, it’s all of ours club. I am 
open for suggestions, anytime.  
 Ray Kender, President, Prospectors Club of Southern California !

The Webmaster Sez 
!

The good news is that the web site has already processed online membership 
renewals without a hitch. People who have not registered for the website, and 
that's well over a hundred or more, can now request a password on their own 
without my help by clicking forgot password. As long as a correct e-mail address 
is in the database they can set their own password with no help needed from me. 

!
Geology Professor Erik Melchiorre Program Speaker On 2-19-16 

!
 Please mark your calendars for February 19th.  You will not want to miss 
our very special guest speaker.  Dr. Melchiorre started panning gold from 
corrugated drainpipe dirt he recovered near Angels Camp during several 
summers working as staff for a Boy Scout camp.  After attending USC (BS) and 
Arizona State (MS) he earned his Ph.D. in Earth and Planetary Science at 
Washington University.  He acquired practical experience while employed at 
copper mines in Arizona.  For more than a decade since then Professor 
Melchiorre has taught geology classes at Cal State San Bernardino.  He will 
discuss the gold geology of Southern California with emphasis directed to areas 
in which PCSC has claims.  Best of all, Professor Melchoirre will answer 
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questions from members in the audience.  If ever you have wondered where our 
gold comes from, this is the program you’ve been waiting for!! !

Joe Chmiel Announces February Prospecting Outing Details 
!
 The next prospecting outing will be on February 26, 27 & 28. Come join us 
for what is sure to be a great weekend. I personally guarantee it to be a beautiful, 
mild, sunny, and windless 3 days... or your money back! We will be using the 
Pilgrim Claim for parking and event purposes. The club has plenty of nearby 
acreage for hunting those elusive gold nuggets. Yes, they are still out there... my 
son, Jeffrey, and I both snagged a small one off the club's Red Chispa claim last 
weekend. We had a real fun coin hunt last time so I figure to repeat that event 
and we will have a Saturday night potluck at 6pm. Bring a dish to share. As 
usual, there will be experts (self-proclaimed) on hand for instruction in the use of 
detectors and/or drywashers. The drive is easy and 2-wheel drive will get you to 
most of the claims. It is very easy access to the Pilgrim for any type of RV. We 
should have a couple of nice nights for a campfire so bring some wood along and 
we'll have a great time! !

Guess Who The Gold Bug Bit 

 PCSC member Keith Kenner recovered his very first wild nugget while 
using a Gold Bug 2 in the Dale Gold District.  Next to him is Danae 
Buckingham who also used a GB2 for the first time and loved the experience 
(look out Vickie, she’s got a good ear for the tiny things!!).  Ralph Wetterhahn 
smiles broadly having panned some color while your editor looks on approvingly. 
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Will This Be YOUR Special Drawing Nugget Clutch??? 
!

 They COULD be your’s.  All you have to do is hold the winning ticket.  
It’s just that simple.  See Carole Wray at the February Meeting to examine and 
heft these bad boys — and then pungle up a few bucks and buy some tickets. 

!
!
!
!
!

!
Some Do It Yourself Gizmos 

!
!
!
!
!
!
!!
!!
!
!
!

David Campbell during the January 15th program displayed a hand crank 
trommel that he constructed out of old bicycle rims, all thread rods, some 1/2” 
mesh and simple fasteners.  Your editor displayed his “Trident” magnetic rake 
(along with a belly grown large during six weeks of post surgical inactivity). 
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Prospectors Club of Southern California, Inc. 
Annual Dues Renewal Form 
(Note: Please use this optional form ONLY if you are submitting your dues via 
snail mail or in person) !
NAME(S)________________________________________________________ !
ADDRESS_______________________________________________________ !
               _______________________________________________________ !
TELEPHONE(S)____________________________________________Home !
                        ____________________________________________Cell !
EMAIL__________________________________________________________ !
DUES & FEES: $30 Single  $40 Family  $12 (If no email address is provided)  
$5 (Late fee if paid during the month of March) !
Amount Enclosed__________    (Make check payable to PCSC) !
Hold Harmless Agreement 
 I/we (hereafter “member”) assumes all risk and/or hazards associated with 
member’s involvement in the activities of the Prospectors Club of Southern 
California, Inc. (PCSC).  Member agrees to indemnify and hold harmless PCSC, 
club officers, sponsors and/or third parties for injuries sustained by member, or 
minor children in their custody, while involved in PCSC activities.  Member 
realizes that prospecting, mining and related activities can be dangerous.  The 
terrain may contain hazards such as open shafts or tunnels, unstable ground, 
riptides at beach locations, venomous, wild and domestic animals or prospecting 
tools and machinery.  Member assumes all responsibility for injuries they, or 
minor children in their custody, sustain by signing below.  This Hold Harmless 
Agreement remains in effect unless the member revokes by delivery of written 
notice to PCSC prior to date of injury. !
SIGNATURES: 
Member(s)________________________________________________Date_____________ !!
Mail to: PCSC c/o Ranay Kender 
  2622 Thomas Street 
  Los Angeles, CA 90031 
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Treasure News — Feb. 2016      STAMP 
Publication of Prospectors Club of So. Cal. 
Martin H. Milas, Editor <mhmilas@yahoo.com> 
57085 29 Palms Hwy, #333 
Yucca Valley, CA 92284 !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
PCSC meets at 8:00pm on the third Friday of each month at the Downey 
Woman’s Center located at 9813 Paramount Blvd. in Downey.  Guests are 
welcome!  Visit our website at <https://pcosc.wildapricot.org> Copyright 2016 !
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