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Cover Story 
!

 PCSC members were treated to a festive Christmas Party on December 
18th.  Here are some photos that speak for themselves: 

!!
The Woman’s Club of Downey Meeting 
Hall was filled to capacity.  The club 
provided the main food and drink fare while individual members contributed 
dishes and treats of their own.  No Christmas Party would be complete without a 
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visit from Saint Nick.  Roughly a dozen kids received surprise treats and the 
grown ups who participated in the White Elephant gift exchange each 
contributed and received a surprise Christmas gift.  One thing is for certain — no 
one went hungry! !!

January Treasure Hunt Announced 
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!
 Alberto Mafud announced some details regarding PCSC’s first club hunt of 
the new year.  Mark your calendars for SATURDAY January 23rd.  The start 
time will be 10AM sharp (so plan on getting there a bit early).  The location is 
Dennis The Menace Park in Downey at 9125 Arrington Avenue.  A map and 
further details will be available at the January general meeting.  The following 
lists of prizes were provided by Alberto (depending on the number of hunt 
participants): 

!
(Editor’s Note: These lists may be subject to change to reflect the greater number of prizes are 
intended for the greater turnout of participants instead of the other way around) !

The Prez Sez 
!

Hello 2016, good by 2015. 
 I can’t believe that 2015 went by so fast. My first year as President of 
PCSC was mostly a learning experience for me. Learning procedure of the Board 

�4



of Directors and then the General Meeting without the “gift of gab” isn’t easy for 
me. If I don’t write everything down, one comment from someone will get me 
side tracked. Overall, I think the year 2015 ran pretty well. Our committee 
chairmen all did a fine job. 
 Many positions opened up where people stepped down and I had to fill 
with new people. Creating a new club roster was a challenge too. Somehow, the 
receipt book for October 2014 to January’s meeting 2015 was lost. This made it 
impossible to construct an accurate roster. 
 I would like to thank the Rays again for the great job they did as 
“Membership Chair”. A very difficult job to say the least but they did it, not just 
monthly but daily, as new memberships and renewal memberships came in. 
Many of you know my wife Ranay the new “Membership Chair”. She stepped up 
for me when no one else would or maybe I didn’t ask the right people. Even 
though she had a major injury to her shoulder, she worked through the pain to 
do the job of “Membership Chair”. Unfortunately, she is going to have to have 
her shoulder operated on again as the original operation hasn’t healed correctly. 
Because of my wife not being able to work, I was forced to work many more 
hours this last year. Because of this, the clubs structure change to a 501(c)(3) has 
not moved forward. In the next couple week, after we get past the holidays, I will 
try to move the ball forward. One of the things I would like to do as a 501(c)(3) 
this year is sell Pumpkins and Christmas Trees in October and December.  
I would encourage everyone to be more active in the clubs operations. There is 
always an opportunity to serve on the different committees. We need to thank 
Nancy Waters for Chairing the Ways & Means for as long as she has. She has let 
me know that as of December 2015 she will be stepping down as the Chair of the 
Ways & Means. This means we need to find someone to take her place at the 
January meeting. If you have an interest in taking Nancy’s Chair position, let me 
know. 
 We have two other positions that needs new Chair Heads. One is for 
“Refreshments” and the other is for “Membership”.  Put your name next to the 
committee Chairs, just to see how it looks. 
Refreshments: 
Ways & Means: 
Membership: 
All very important! !
 We also lost a couple longtime members this year. It’s always a sad time 
when someone passes away.  
 The Club is also raising money by selling tickets for a great metal detector, 
the XP Deus. It retails for a little over $2,000. Currently, the Rays are selling the 
tickets at our monthly meeting that are $5.00 each or 5 Tickets for $20.00. When 
you buy the tickets, make sure you put your member number on each ticket and 
make sure you get the ticket stamped with the “Special Draw PCSC” stamp.  
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 Some fun and exciting news I want to tell you about. Over the last week, I 
have been in contact with a television producer. It seems they are looking to do a 
new prospecting series in Alaska. The production will start this next summer. It’s 
not a series as seen on the Discovery Channel like Gold Rush. It’s for small scale 
operation similar to what PCSC and the other local clubs do. They are looking 
for Metal Detectorist, Sluicers and Panners and Dredgers. All expenses will be 
paid and the prospectors will be compensated by the network. Everyone that is 
interested will have to be interviewed and make sure they have the personality 
the show is looking for. It’s all about character. Do you have what it takes to 
make a show good and interesting. I’m told other clubs are being looked at too 
but because we are the oldest club, we have a foot up on the other clubs.  
{If you are interested in this project, the contact person is James M. Daley 
(Casting Director). He can be reached at        searchalaskagold@gmail.com     He 
will need a Bio on you as a prospector with a photograph and your contact 
information.} 
 It will be interesting if this comes about. Maybe Martin and a few other 
club members become television stars. Remember this, we really don’t know this 
person so don’t disclose private information unless necessary and it is secure. !!

Bring Red Coin Hunt Tickets To January 15th Meeting!!!! 
!

 Alberto Mafud will oversee the raffle prize giveaway for the winners of the 
Coin Hunt Red Raffle Tickets that have been accumulated during the past year.  
Be sure to bring your tickets to the January Meeting!!!!!!! !

Bench Trial Scheduled In Dredging Cases On January 20th 
!

 Judge Gilbert Ochoa will preside over a half-day bench trial in the 
consolidated dredge cases on January 20th.  Judge Ochoa’s courtroom is located 
in the Rancho Cucamonga courthouse.  The purpose of the trial will be to resolve 
disputed factual issues that could not be resolved prior to trial.  Sometimes, in 
this type of bench trial, sworn testimony subject to cross-examination and certain 
items of proffered evidence are allowed in addition to legal argument.  Judge 
Ochoa, in the absence of a jury, will sit both as the finder of facts and decider of 
issues.  It is unknown whether a decision will be announced from the bench.  It 
is not unusual in this type of proceeding for the matter to be taken under 
submission for a period of time to permit written findings of fact and conclusions 
of law to be prepared.  Trials of this type customarily are open to  members of 
the public who desire to observe the proceedings.  Due to intense and widespread 
interest it may be advisable to show up early in order to get a seat. 
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 CALIFORNIA GOLD & TREASURE 
Submitted by Dan Taylor !

 My curiosity about prospecting started at about the same time as my love of 
California history. I love history. All history, starting with the Bible to present 
day. I believe history can tell us much more about ourselves than just where we 
have been but also where we might be headed. 
 California is rich in history. At the young age of 11, while on a trip to 
Sacramento visiting my grandparents, my passion for history started. My uncle 
George who worked for the state decided it was time to expose this rambunctious 
boy to a little culture. We toured around the capitol, went to museum’s but the 
thing that made the most impression on me was our trip to Sutters Mill. That 
was the day I got the fever. 
 Our present California government seems to have forgotten what really 
built this state. Agriculture and Mining. Before we were farmers we were miners. 
In 1848 mining was about to bust wide open. The country was just about broke. 
Sound familiar? When Gold was discovered at Sutter’s Mill we were still 
technically part of Mexico. A lawless rough and tough land. With the signing of 
a treaty on February 2, 1848 the Mexican-American war was over. California was 
a territory and the rush was about to begin. 
 One of the biggest problems we faced at that time was the lack of currency.  
That’s where the GOLD part of the story starts. With all the people pouring into 
California looking for gold they needed to pay for things. Picks, shovels, food, 
lodging and much more. People who mined the miners had the upper hand. If 
one wanted a shot of whiskey or a shovel one would pull out one’s poke and the 
merchant would take a nugget or a pinch of gold. You could imagine this rarely 
went in the miners favor. They needed the goods badly and accepted the loss. 
Now you know where the saying “mining the miner” came from.  
 The US Assay office at that time was only producing $50 slugs. Today if 
you are lucky enough to have one of those slugs they could be worth $50,000.00 
to $500,000.00 dollars or more depending on rarity and condition. The problem 
was the US Mint at the time just could not keep up with the overwhelming 
amounts of placer gold being recovered in California. They did eventually catch 
up but before they did — enter our story’s heroes.  
 Like many others, Wass and Molitor came to America as immigrants. 
Looking for a better life, they arrived in San Francisco in 1851. The two opened a 
smelting and assay office and quickly established a reputation as being fair, fast 
and honest. They would pay the miners in 48 hours, 6 hours faster that the US 
assay office. They had studied at the school of mines in Germany and were very 
experienced miners. They were smart business men and saw a need. The need 
was for smaller coinage. Sometimes a $50 slug was just too big. Wass and Molitor 
filled that need by being the first to mint $5 and $10 coins. The coins were of a 
weight and quality equal to none. Their company later produced $20 and $50 
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gold pieces up until 1855. When the US Mint and US Assay Office also started 
making smaller coins Wass and Molitor left their business. Although they struck 
a large quantity of each and every coin very few survived today due to the fact 
that over the last 150 years most have been melted down. 
 Today Wass and Molitor $50 slugs are of the rarest of rare, fetching as 
much as $75,000.00 at auction. They remain on the “most wanted coin” list of 
most numismatists. How could you get one of these beauties? Well that’s part of 
my story’s TREASURE portion. 
 Privately minted pieces like Wass and Molitor coins are still found in the 
Bloody Springs arid highlands of north east California on the old “California 
Trail” in Lassen County. Many immigrated to California from back east. They 
would come west on the California trail. Not only did people come to California 
on this trail but a lot of Gold was sent back home on this trail. Where the trail 
drops south at the Sacramento Valley through the Pitt River things often got 
bloody. 
 Today Indians and Miners/Dredgers still battle, if only in court. Bad blood 
between the two camps has been long and ongoing. During the Gold Rush it was 
continuous. Indians were protecting their land and homes. Miners were rude and 
disrespectful to the environment. Battles broke out constantly. 
 One nasty battle became a massacre at Bloody Springs. The story goes, a 
small wagon train of miners and prospectors who had struck it rich were 
traveling along the trail with over $60,000 in privately minted $20 coins and $50 
slugs. They were attacked by Indians and the entire group was killed except one 
lone survivor.  When he made it back to Fort Cook he told how the wagonload of 
$60,000 in gold coins were tossed across the Pitt River Gorge by the Indians. 
They made it a contest to see who could throw them the furthest. This continued 
until all the coins had been thrown. 
 Could this story be true? The fact that coins are still occasionally found 
there gives some credibility to the story. Is there still a chance many of the coins 
still are resting on the side of the gorge, or in the water, maybe just buried on 
the other side of the hill if any made it that far. Who knows? Maybe some daring 
PCSC member will come across the lost treasure one day. I hope so. One never 
knows till you get out and look. Happy Hunting. !

Winner Of 10 Oz Silver Bar Announced 
!

 Nancy Waters announced that PCSC member Charles Cole was the 
winner at the Christmas Party of the 10 ounce silver bar prize.  Nancy says that 
Charles will come to the meeting in January to collect his prize.  I think I will 
want to grab a photo of Charles’ expression when he hefts that puppy!! !

!
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!
Speaking Of Nancy Waters… 

!
 Nancy Waters has been a 
stalwart PCSC member for a long, 
long, long time.  Over the years 
she has served in many different 
capacities.  Most recently she has 
been the spark plug that has kept 
the monthly PCSC drawing going 
so smoothly.  She announced her 
retirement from those duties 
effective with the coming of the 
New Year.  Thank you Nancy for 
your many years of service to the 
club!!!  Don’t worry, she is not 
disappearing.  Your best chance of 
spotting her most likely will be on 
some Southern California beach.  
You see, Nancy is one of PCSC’s 
most accomplished and prolific 
beach hunters.  The photo was 
taken at the 2015 Christmas Party, 
helping as usual with making it a 
party to remember. !

It Will Be Show And Tell During The January PCSC Program 
!

 Program Director Mitchel Noble announced that the PCSC program on 
January 15th will consist of “Do It Yourselfers” displaying and discussing the 
fruits of their fertile intellects and fevered labors.  Some of these clever 
inventions were designed with the geological peculiarities of certain PCSC claims 
in mind — things like trommels and magnetic arrays to cope with the ironstones 
of the Desert Queen Bee, for example.  Others are of a more digital orientation 
— such as a snap-on macro lens designed specifically for iPhones (to enable 
extreme close-ups of tiny objects — think “micro nuggets”).  Some consist simply 
of ordinary household products that, when put to work together, increase (for 
example) metal detecting (especially nugget shooting) efficiencies.  Any PCSC 
inventor/builder/mad scientist is invited to share their latest gadgets, 
contraptions, techniques or ideas at the PCSC Meeting on January 15th. 

!
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This Little Clutch Of Nugget Beauties Could be Yours!! 

!
  
 Don’t miss out!  See Carole Wray, the Special Drawing Director, at the 
upcoming PCSC General Meeting on Friday, January 15th in Downey to get your 
tickets.  They are only one dollar apiece.  Note that the center nugget pictured 
above is genuine California “specie gold” (a specimen of natural gold combined 
with host material — in this case, quartz).  Specie gold is considered more 
valuable by collectors because of its beauty and rarity.  All of the nuggets were 
metal detected in northern California.  Their combined weight is 2.9g. !

Notice: Annual Dues Are Due 
!

IMPORTANT: Annual dues now may (and should) be paid using a charge card 
via the PCSC website.  It is very easy.  If, but only if, you are unable to utilize 
the website dues payment feature, then use the following form. 
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Prospectors Club of Southern California, Inc. 
Annual Dues Renewal Form 

(Note: Please use this optional form ONLY if you are submitting 
your dues via snail mail or in person) !

NAME(S)________________________________________________________ !
ADDRESS_______________________________________________________ !
               _______________________________________________________ !
TELEPHONE(S)____________________________________________Home !
                        ____________________________________________Cell !
EMAIL__________________________________________________________ !
DUES & FEES: $30 Single  $40 Family  $12 (If no email address is provided)  
$5 (Late fee if paid during the month of March) !
Amount Enclosed__________    (Make check payable to PCSC) !

Hold Harmless Agreement 
 I/we (hereafter “member”) assumes all risk and/or hazards associated with member’s 
involvement in the activities of the Prospectors Club of Southern California, Inc. (PCSC).  
Member agrees to indemnify and hold harmless PCSC, club officers, sponsors and/or third 
parties for injuries sustained by member, or minor children in their custody, while involved in 
PCSC activities.  Member realizes that prospecting, mining and related activities can be 
dangerous.  The terrain may contain hazards such as open shafts or tunnels, unstable ground, 
riptides at beach locations, venomous, wild and domestic animals or prospecting tools and 
machinery.  Member assumes all responsibility for injuries they, or minor children in their 
custody, sustain by signing below.  This Hold Harmless Agreement remains in effect unless 
the member revokes by delivery of written notice to PCSC prior to date of injury. !
SIGNATURES: 
Member(s)_____________________________________________________________Date___________ !!
Mail to: PCSC c/o Ranay Kender 
  2622 Thomas Street 
  Los Angeles, CA 90031 !
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Treasure News — Jan. 2016      STAMP 
Publication of Prospectors Club of So. Cal. 
Martin H. Milas, Editor <mhmilas@yahoo.com> 
57085 29 Palms Hwy, #333 
Yucca Valley, CA 92284 !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
PCSC meets at 8:00pm on the third Friday of each month at the Downey 
Woman’s Center located at 9813 Paramount Blvd. in Downey.  Guests are 
welcome!  Visit our website at <https://pcosc.wildapricot.org> Copyright 2016 

�12


