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Cover Story 

 The PCSC Program Speaker at the May Meeting was Jim Pangle.  Jim 
entertained our PCSC audience with numerous stories concerning the prospecting 
history of the high desert reaches north of Barstow near where he lives.  He related 
some of the Hall family highlights (much of the area was claimed and still is 
owned by the Hall family).  It started in 1898 when Peter Hall came back from the 
Alaska gold fields with a small fortune he made by buying up claims cheap from 
those who were heading back south to the States and then leasing or selling these 
claims to newcomers who were heading north to get into a piece of the action.  
Peter Hall's progeny then invested in areas to the north of Barstow.  Over the years 
substantial investments were made.  In more recent years an ambitious cyanide 
leaching project was attempted, but increased environmental regulations ultimately 
brought these efforts to a standstill.  Nonetheless, Bob Hall continues to hang onto 
numerous claims near the PCSC group of holdings. 
 Some of the other local desert characters include a mysterious pair of twin 
sisters who resided in a cabin near the Coolgardie area.  For many years it was 
assumed they were just a strange pair of recluses.  However, after their departure it 
was revealed that their entire living room was actually an entrance to a hidden 
mine.  Apparently they kept their actual agenda so quiet that they were able to 
work the mine and process considerable values without anyone ever realizing what 
they were up to!  Other colorful characters included Hillside Annie, Dirty John 
Wick, Two Cane Charlie, Barstow Bob and Dennis Beale.  The latter was notorious 
for selling the same salted claim over and over again to unsuspecting buyers. 
 Jim concluded his talk by reviewing currently where some of the gold is 
coming from.  Near Coolgardie he explained that there are three significant levels 
of gold concentrations: at the 9 foot level, the 22 foot level and then on bedrock at 
52 feet.  In another direction from the PCSC cluster of claims he noted that the 
hottest spot was in the Goldstone vicinity where Trapper John and three others 
each managed to recover approximately 3,000 nuggets before the Fort Irwin 
expansion forced them out.  Also, a few miles to the north of our Desert Queen Bee 
claim a fellow currently is actively recovering substantial gold from a solid white 
caliche zone.  He told of his own whoopee triumph after he purchased a 
commercial dry wash plant for $1500.  He then proceeded to recover enough gold 
in his first season in conjunction with the use of a back hoe to pay for it. 
 The club voted to award Jim a one year membership.  While visiting one of 
the PCSC Barstow Area claims you may be approached by Jim Pangle, the 
neighborly fellow featured on this month’s cover.  Take advantage of a great 
opportunity to learn about the area.  PCSC is fortunate to have such a wonderful 
source of local knowledge residing so close to our claims. 
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The Prez Sez 

 This last Memorial Day weekend, the monthly Keene Outing was held at the 
Red Chispa. Ranay and myself made the time to go out and meet and greet the 
people at the outing. It was the largest turnout that I have ever seen there. There 
must have been 50 to 75 people there, most of whom were PCSC members. I 
believe Ranay signed up a couple new PCSC members. 

 The question came up about our meeting, When, Where and What Time? 
Because most of the members live in the San Fernando Valley, not much interest 
was shown in attending our meetings in Downey. Their interest in attending was 
peaked if the PCSC regular meeting could be moved to a more central location. If 
our club meeting were to move, it would mean the meeting would now be more 
convenient for some members and less convenient for some of our members that 
are currently attending. We would probably lose some attendance from some of our 
current attending members and gain attendance from other members that are 
located in the SF Valley. 
 I’m not proposing a change in venue, but if a more central location could be 
located, the hardship of the Downey commute would be eliminated. A location 
more central to Los Angeles would put most members commuting the opposite 
direction of the “Rush Hour Traffic”. It may also bring additional members to the 
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meeting but I am sure that some of our current attending members will commit to 
attend a new location.  
 This is just food for thought. Maybe we would bring it up as new business to 
discuss at our next meeting. 

501 (c)(3)  

 The transition to a 501(c)(3) is moving forward. The Board of Directors will 
be voting to amend PCSC’s Articles of Incorporation and if approved the vote will 
move to the membership for approval at the next meeting. Remember, transition to 
a 501(c)(3) has already been approved by the Board of Directors and the Members. 
We will be just voting to amend the Articles as written. 

Ray Kender, President 

Editorial Opinion 

 During the last half century the PCSC meeting place has changed every 
once in a while — particularly during the earliest years.  Mostly, however, it has 
been a Downey based organization.  Perhaps this is so because many of the most 
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active volunteers over the last 30 years resided in or near Downey and many still 
do.  Plus, the Downey Woman’s Center has provided a suitable, cost effective, 
multi-purpose meeting hall.  The historic connection between PCSC and its 
Woman’s Club location is very strong.  This is where the club’s official business 
regularly has been conducted.  There is an inherent value in maintaining a well 
known, longterm meeting location.  Unlike some other prospecting clubs, a PCSC 
membership does not require actual physical attendance at any of its meetings.  
Thus, many of PCSC’s members join not for the purpose of attending meetings, but 
simply for access to its mining claims.  This is one of the primary reasons why 
many of the San Fernando Valley GPAA members have joined. 
 Any club, of course, needs to be accessible to its membership.  Currently 
PCSC has three primary mechanisms for membership accessibility: (1) regular 
monthly meetings at the Woman’s Center, (2) the Treasure News, a monthly 
publication available either digitally or by email, and (3) an interactive website 
that recently has been upgraded.  The membership of PCSC is spread over such a 
wide geographic area there really is no particular situs that can ever be considered 
equally accessible to all.  This is not to say, however, that accessibility cannot 
better be served.  Certain changes can be implemented on a trial basis that do not 
require giving up the Downey location. 
 As a non-profit corporation PCSC has a legal obligation for its BOD and 
members to conduct regular business meetings.  A record of the actions taken must 
be maintained.  In the digital age such meetings need not be limited to quill and ink 
records or brick and mortar locations.  More and more corporate entities are 
conducting some official business online.  The on-line record constitutes the 
minutes of the business decisions that were made.  PCSC could consider utilizing 
its greatly upgraded website to conduct some of its business online, thus enabling 
input and voting interactions from a broader base of its membership. 
 The Downey location remains the principle meeting location where official 
business is conducted.  But this is not to say that PCSC cannot consider conducting 
supplemental activities in satellite districts.  For example, depending on the 
amount of interest and number of volunteers, PCSC could conduct occasional 
“program events” in locations where concentrations of the membership reside.  
These program events could allow remote PCSC members to volunteer to organize 
a local get together, invite a speaker, ask questions, learn things, make 
acquaintances, buy or sell prospecting equipment, purchase nugget drawing 
tickets, purchase bags of gold enriched dirt, or conduct a raffle — in short, do just 
about anything short of driving all the way to Downey. 
 Just a few thoughts to mull… 

Martin Milas, Editor 
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Dale Outing Report 

 “Well, it was nice to get back to the Dale District after not being there since 
last year. After all, this is the place where I found my largest nugget to date at just 
over half an ounce. This time I got no love when it came to big gold, but I did 
manage to scrape 5 tiny ones from a well beat-up patch. In fact, new member Keith 
McBride also picked up 2 from that same patch with a new Gold Bug 2. And if you 
saw how hard Keith worked at it, you would know it wasn't beginner's luck! Danea 
put in just as much effort but came up empty handed. Well, not quite empty, but we 
like to only count gold and not birdshot, wire bits, bullet frags, iron scrap, etc... 
I know Martin Milas managed some detected gold along with Chuck Brand. I 
believe they both found some nuggets on what used to be the Amber Dawn claim. 
(It may be time to re-visit that area.) But I wouldn't go out for the next few months 
unless you like to overheat. Glen Donahoe brought a couple more of his seemingly 
never ending supply of grandsons to help him dig. Charlie and his daughter and 
Michael Tschacher came out but I don't know of their results. 
I hope to see a few of you at the Boy Scout event at the end of June. Take care!” 

Lucky Joe 
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Creepy Things Can AND DO Happen In The Dale!!! 

 Wow!  I had some unnerving experiences in the Dale during the PCSC May 
Outing.  I will share them here as a heads up to others. 
 1.  Creepy experience Number One: Imagine yourself in my situation under 
Mr. Sun’s sweaty, midday heat.  I was dressed in summertime light fabric shorts 
while swinging my Minelab GPZ 7000 over a stretch of desert pavement a half-
mile distant from my truck.  To protect my knees I was wearing jointed knee 
guards.  This type of knee guard works well for me because it allows more 

flexibility without cutting off blood 
circulation.  The air, however, was very 
sluggish.  It did not do a good job at 
wicking away my body heat.  As a result I 
soon had rivulets of perspiration snaking 
their way down my legs and saturating 
the insides of my knee guards with salty 
moisture. 
 First one, then two and within no time 
a half dozen desert bees were buzzing 
around me desirous of partaking a sip of 
some lifesaving briny fluids.  One or two 
buzzed my face trying to work their way 
under the bill of my cap.  I congratulated 
myself for keeping my cool when I only 
gently shooed them away.  I learned from 
prior experiences that these fascinating 

creatures seemed to understand the difference between a gentle rebuff and full 
court aggression.  They seemed to say, “Okay, you don’t like us around your face.  
So we will respect that if you will accommodate our needs elsewhere.”  In no time 
they entered the spaces between the plates of my knee guards.  Before long I felt 
the presence of wiggling life forms squirming around INSIDE my knee guards on 
my wet bare skin — life forms that can pack a very mean sting.  Creepy, huh?  
Well what is one to do in such a situation?  I headed the half-mile back to my 
truck.  Along the way the bees one by one exited my knee guards and flew off, 
never breaking our unspoken peace treaty.  Bees are surprisingly intelligent for a 
bug and seem able to sense your emotional state.  I hate to think of what might 
have resulted had I panicked. 

 2.  Creepier experience Number 2:  The ghosts of dead miners and others are 
said to haunt the Dale.  My old partner, the late Bob Dunkin, a lifelong resident of 
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Twentynine Palms, was a true ghost believer and recounted several Dale ghost 
tales.  So you can imagine the tingle that raced up my spine when I suddenly saw 
eyes staring at me through the branches of a creosote bush.  These were big round 
eyes spaced widely apart and they glowed somewhat in the dark!  It was 10PM.  I 
had been night hunting for a couple of hours.  The only other person who decided 
to camp out Saturday night was asleep in the bed of his pickup truck around a 
hundred yards away.  I tried turning off my headlamp to see if the “eyes” were just 
a bizarre reflection of some sort.  The eyes remained impassively fixed upon me 
with a dull, bluish luminosity — like twin flashlights with almost dead batteries.  I 
estimated that the eyes were about six feet above ground.  I slowly began walking 
around the greasewood bush for a better look while the eyes blinked a few times 
and followed my movements.  And then…  They disappeared completely with no 
sound at all!!!  What the heck was that all about?????  Hey Bob, you out there? 

Submitted by Martin Milas 

Notice Of Proposed Amendment To PCSC Articles Of Incorporation 

The undersigned certify that: 

Certificate of Amendment of Articles of Incorporation 

1. They are the president and the secretary, respectively, of The Prospectors Club 
of Southern California, a California nonprofit corporation. 

2. Article Second of the Articles of Incorporation of this corporation is amended to 
read as follows: 

Said organization is organized exclusively for charitable, religious, educational, 
and scientific purposes, including, for such purposes, the making of distributions to 
organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code. 

Specific purpose is to further the interest of its members and general public in 
historical mining facts, to promote the exchange of information, the propagation 
and exchange of mining, prospecting, and mineral information and technology 
including electronic prospecting. 
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Article Seventh of the Articles of Incorporation of this corporation is amended to 
read as follows: 

Upon dissolution of the Corporation, assets shall be distributed for one or more 
exempt purposes within the meaning of section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or shall be 
distributed to the federal government, or to a state or local government, for a public 
purpose. Any such assets not disposed of shall be disposed of by a Court of 
Competent Jurisdiction of the County in which the principal office of the 
Corporation is then located, exclusively for such purposes or to such organizations, 
as said Court shall determine, which are organized and operated exclusively for 
such purposes. 

3. The foregoing amendment of Articles of Incorporation has been duly approved 
by the board of directors. 

4. The foregoing amendment of Articles of Incorporation has been duly approved 
by the required vote of the members. 

We further declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of 
California that the matters set forth in this certificate are true and correct of our 
own knowledge. 

Date: 

�  �
Raymond Kender, President 

David Campbell, Secretary 

�  

Barry Wetherby: Upcoming Program Speaker For June 

 On June 17th PCSC is privileged to have Barry Wetherby as our program 
speaker. Mr. Wetherby formed the hard rock “Quartz” Mining Company that 
conducted operations primarily near Hornitos, CA.  He is familiar with the entire 
Hwy 49 Motherlode scene.  Mr. Wetherby will speak on the subject of where the 
first Gold Rush first occurred in California. Don’t miss out!! 
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Winners Of The PCSC May 20th Find Of The Month Displays 

Best Manmade Gold: #2 Jon Crans 
Best Manmade Silver: #10 Luis Jauregi 
Best Coin:   #5 Wally Chmiel 
Best Natural Gold:  #20 David Campbell 
Most Unusual Display: #1 Martin Milas 
Best Overall Display: #22 Mitchel Noble 
Honorable Mentions:  Wallace Ferguson; Lucky Joe Chmiel; George  
     Johnson; Jingxiong Lu; Vickie Hays; and Ken  
     Martinez. 

 

Reminder: Scout Outing Support At East Fork June 25th 

 PCSC Outing Chair, Lucky Joe Chmiel, reminds us that PCSC volunteers 
should arrive prior to 7AM on Saturday, June 25th in order to secure premium 
parking near the river at Camp Williams.  Volunteers will help demonstrate to Boy 
and Girl Scouts (and their parents) where best to dig, how to classify, how to set up 
a sluice, how to feed a sluice and how to pan the concentrates.  Natural gold will be 
supplied by Placer Pete’s Scout Gold Camp.  You may contact Lucky Joe at 
562-999-2428 for further information or directions. 

July 15th Program Features Col. Ralph Wetterhahn 

 Colonel Ralph Wetterhahn, Air Force veteran, author and forensic anthro- 
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pologist, will present his analysis of the “whys” and the “hows” of the Malaysian 
air disaster mystery.  No formal nor informal announcements regarding the cause 
of the crash have been made by any of the Malaysian officials in charge of the 
investigation.  Colonel Wetterhahn thinks he knows why!  The flaperon from the 
missing plane was located in the Indian Ocean about a year ago along with some 
other floating debris.  Colonel Wetterhahn will explain how this key piece of 
evidence strongly supports his theory of what happened and how it happened. 

Mystery Wires — What Are They From?? 

 The wire bits in the photo are found scattered over several square miles 
surrounding PCSC’s Barstow group of claims.  They all are the same gauge, are all 

bent or kinked, are magnetic and mostly share a common 
length.  Since this area was used by the military in the 1940s, 
the wires may have some connection to training exercises.  
Radar evading chaff typically is aluminum and shaped in a 
broader, flatter fashion.  Possibly these wires were part of 
some type of ordnance as they seem coextensive with 
recovered .50 caliber shell casings, bullets and clips.  Does 
anyone know if tracer rounds contain little wires like these? 

South Bay Lapidary Action 

 James Flaharty speaking to the South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society on 
the subjects of metal detecting, gold prospecting, and some of his best finds.  
Submitted by Steve Karno. 
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PCSC meets at 8:00pm on the third Friday of each month at the Downey Woman’s 
Center located at 9813 Paramount Blvd. in Downey.  Guests are welcome!  Visit 
our website at <https://pcosc.wildapricot.org> Copyright 2016 
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